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2009 CONFERENCE PLANNERS: 
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ANN FERGUSON 
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ALANA MESENBRINK 
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NANCY RENK 
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     Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes 
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MARK WEADICK 
     Friends of Spokane House 
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DAVID THOMPSON BICENTENNIALS - 2009 CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
Wednesday, June 24 
8:30-5:00 Educator’s Workshop - $50.00 (includes lunch, dinner, and canoe paddle) 
 Litehouse in Hope 

5:30-8:30 Canoe paddle to Kullyspel House site. 
This one-day workshop kicks off the conference with an introduction to educational materials, lessons and resources surrounding David 
Thompson, the Northwest fur trade and Kalispel Tribal History.  The workshop is limited to forty-five participants.  
Continuing Education  
Credit for the teachers workshop and conference is available to educators in Idaho, Montana and Washington. Workshop fee does not include 
credit hour costs. For more information contact Heidi Wilkins, 208.305.7583 or heidi@juicejam.com. 

 

Thursday, June 25 
8:30-4:00 Tribes and Traders Symposium - $20.00 (includes lunch) 
  Litehouse in Hope 

Jack Nisbet – Where is David Thompson now? 

Tom Sandberg - The Lake Indian Road: David Thompson’s 1809 Trip from the Kootenai River to Lake Pend Oreille 

Roberts Betts – The Search for David Thompson’s Kullyspel House 
Denny DeMeyer – Celestial Navigation: The Art of Staying Found 

Jack Nisbet, Stanley Bluff, Sr., Francis Cullooyah, Johnny Arlee, Bertha Covington – Panel Presentation: Tribes and Traders 
 

Dinner, tipi raising, and campfire presentation  - $16.00 
Diamond T Ranch in Clark Fork 

4:00 PM Participants start arriving for encampment 
5:00 PM Introductions and Welcome, Dinner 
6:00 PM Tipi raising contest followed by campfire presentation by Stanley Bluff, Sr., Francis Cullooyah, Tony Incashola, Jack Nisbet, Johnny Arlee, and 

Bertha Covington 

 
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 26 & SATURDAY, JUNE 27 
KALISPEL ENCAMPMENT AT DIAMOND T RANCH 
 
Friday, June 26 
Registration fee - $35.00 (includes all class supplies, continental breakfast, lunch, and dinner) 
7:00 AM – Encampment opens, complimentary morning coffee and tea at fur trade camp  
 
8:00 – Camas bulb baking by JR Bluff (everyone) 
 
9:00–11:30 (select one of the following) 

• Kalispel language with JR Bluff and Jessie Fountain 

• Kalispel Tribal history with Stanley Bluff, Sr. and Francis Cullooyah 



• Meat Drying with Bill Tanner 

• Fur trade skills with Friends of Spokane House 
 
9:00 – 5:00 Fish weir construction and fish hook making with Raymond Finley (all-day session limited to 10 participants) 
 
11:30 – 12:30, Lunch  
 
12:30 – 4:30 (select one of the following) 

• Beading with Davonica BrownEagle and Louise Bowman 

• Moccasin making with Wilma Cullooyah 

• Introduction to Kalispel plants and plant walk with Victoria Bowman 

• Fur trade skills with Friends of Spokane House 
 
5:00-6:00, Dinner 
6:00,  Frog Island Singers 

 
Saturday, June 27 
Registration fee - $35.00 (includes all class supplies, continental breakfast, lunch, and dinner) 
7:00 AM – Encampment opens, complimentary morning coffee and tea at fur trade camp  
 
8:00 – 12:00 (select one of the following) 

• Beading with Davonica BrownEagle and Louise Bowman 

• Moccasin making with Wilma Cullooyah 

• Introduction to Kalispel plants and plant walk with Victoria Bowman 

• Fur trade skills with Friends of Spokane House  
 
9:00 – 5:00 Fish weir construction and fish hook making with Raymond Finley 
(all-day session limited to 10 participants) 
 
12:00 – 1:00, Lunch 
 
1:00–3:30 (select one of the following) 

• Kalispel language with JR Bluff and Jessie Fountain 

• Kalispel Tribal history with Stanley Bluff, Sr. and Francis Cullooyah 

• Meat Drying with Bill Tanner 

• Fur trade skills with Friends of Spokane House  
 
3:30 – 4:30 (everyone), Camas Bulb Baking (camas oven is opened) with JR Bluff  
 
5:00-6:00, Dinner 
6:00, break down tipis, encampment ends 

Fur Trade Skills 
During the 2.5 hour fur trade skills class, participants will 
make and write with a quill pen, make rope and receive a 
length of it, and make and bake bannocks (bread). 
 
During the 4 hour class, participants will meet the people 
of the fur trade, sew a cloth bag, collect native tinder and 
strike fire with flint and steel, see loading and shooting of 
flintlocks, make pemmican from dried meat and suet, and 
learn sign language and make a fur trade.   
 



Diamond�T�Ranch�

5361 River Road - Clark Fork 
(208) 266-0490   www.diamondtranch.com 
N48º 04’59.0”, W116º 06’59.2”  

Reach the town of Clark Fork, Idaho via Highway 200. Turn 
south on Stephens Street and cross the railroad tracks and the 
river. Stay on pavement for 6 miles. The Diamond T Ranch is 
on the left at the bottom of a big hill. 

Note – Cabins at the Diamond T Ranch will NOT be 
available to rent during the encampment. 
 
A limited number of RV (no hook-ups)  and tent camping 
spaces will be available at the Diamond T Ranch for registered 
participants only. There is no additional charge for camping, 
but RV spaces must be reserved in advance. There are no 
services available for RVs or tent campers other than 
portapotties.  
 

Litehouse�

adjacent to Pringle Park boat launch 
on Highway 200 in East Hope 
N48º 14’21.4”, W116º 17’38.5” 
 

For a list of local accommodations, 
please contact Ann at 

bcmuseum@verizon.net or 
(208) 263-2344 

 



        WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 2009 
___ $50.00 Educator’s Workshop (includes lunch, dinner, and voyageur canoe paddle in the evening) 
 
        THURSDAY, JUNE 25 
___ $20.00 Symposium (includes lunch) 

___ $16.00 Dinner, tipi raising, and campfire presentation at Diamond T Ranch 
 
        FRIDAY, JUNE 26 
___$35.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         SATURDAY, JUNE 27 
___ $35.00  

All-Day Session, 8:00-3:30 Session I – 8:00-12:00 Session II – 1:00-3:30 Session III, 3:30-4:30 Registration fee includes 
continental breakfast, lunch, 
dinner, and all class supplies.  

 
Class sizes are limited and filled in 
order of registration. If your first 
preference fills, you will be asked 
to choose an alternate class. 

____Fish Weir Construction and 
Fish Hook Making  
 
If you sign up for this class, do 

not sign up for Sessions I or II. 

 

Select one: 
____Beading 
____Moccasin Making 
____Kalispel Plants 
____Fur Trade Skills 

Select one: 
____Kalispel Language  
____Kalispel Tribal History 
____Meat Drying     
____Fur Trade Skills    

_X__Camas Bulb Baking 
         (everyone) 

 
$__________ TOTAL FEES ENCLOSED     

 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

School/Organization: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________State:_______________ Zip Code: _____________ 

Phone: ____________________________  Email:_____________________________________________ 

Credit Card: Mastercard   Visa  Card #:_____________________________________________________ 

Name on card: _________________________________________ Expiration Date: __________________ 

3-digit security code (on back): ___________  Signature:_________________________________________ 

Session I – 8:00 a.m. All-Day Session, 9:00-4:30 Session II – 9:00-11:30 Session III, 12:30-4:30 Registration fee includes 
continental breakfast, lunch, 
dinner, and all class supplies.  

 
Class sizes are limited and filled in 
order of registration. If your first 
preference fills, you will be asked 
to choose an alternate class. 

_X__Camas Bulb Baking 
         (everyone) 

____Fish Weir Construction and 
Fish Hook Making 
 
If you sign up for this class, do 

not sign up for Sessions II or 

III. 

Select one: 

____Kalispel Language  
____Kalispel Tribal History 
____Meat Drying     
____Fur Trade Skills    

Select one: 

____Beading 
____Moccasin Making 
____Kalispel Plants 
____Fur Trade Skills 

Registration deadline is Wednesday, June 
10, 2009. Cancellations will not be refunded 
after this date. 

Payment: Visa/Mastercard, Check, Money Order, or Cashier Check accepted. Credit card payments will show as 

Bonner County Historical Society on your statement. Please make check out to David Thompson Bicentennials, Inc. 

Please mail this completed registration form 
along with your payment to: 
          David Thompson Bicentennials, Inc. 
          c/o Bonner County Historical Museum 
          611 South Ella Avenue 
          Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 

 

If you have any allergies or special dietary needs, please 

note (continue on back if necessary): ______________ 

_________________________________________

The David Thompson Bicentennials, Inc., Kalispel Tribe of Indians, 
and Diamond T Ranch are not responsible for any lost or stolen items. 

No pets are allowed during the conference. 


